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Agreement Type (description) Unit Responsible/Process--Summary Reviewers--Summary Signatory--Summary 
Dual degree (internal/external agreements between Columbia and partner 
school for students participating in educational programs leading to two 
degrees. Some dual degree agreements may require a concurrent program 
proposal through APAS.) 

Office of the Provost (Academic Programs) -- (through 
DARCI; and APAS if necessary) 

OGC 
SFS 

Provost 

Joint degree (agreement in which there is a mutually 
determined curriculum involving faculty from Columbia and an external 
partner institution. Students receive one or two degrees, issued jointly 
from Columbia and from the partner (domestic or international). New 
joint degree agreements require a concurrent program proposal through 
APAS and review/approval by NYSED.) 

Office of the Provost (Academic Program) -- (through 
DARCI; APAS) 

OGC SFS 
SEC (if necessary)  
NYSED (if necessary) 

Provost 

Educational Handshake or MOU ('agree to agree' non-binding agreement 
between Columbia and external educational partner where both express an 
interest in future collaborations, but there are no specific projects or 
outcomes.) 

Office of the Provost (Academic Programs) -- (through 
DARCI) 

OGC 
Office of the Provost (Academic Programs) 

Provost 

Student exchange/visiting student (agreement between Columbia and 
external partner for undergraduate and graduate students traveling bi-
directionally OR unidirectionally between universities, where credits are 
earned by students at one or both institutions.) 

Office of the Provost (Academic Programs) -- (through 
DARCI) 

OGC  
SFS 

Provost 

Study Abroad (institutional level agreement in which Columbia students 
earn credits from another institution.) NOTE: Study Abroad programs where 
Columbia students earn Columbia credits (taught by Columbia faculty 
through Columbia COI approved courses) do not need provostial reviewed, 
institution level agreements. 

Office of the Provost (Academic Programs) -- (through 
DARCI) 

OGC  
SFS 

Provost 

Faculty research/exchange (agreements between Columbia and an external 
partner detailing a faculty research, exchange or visiting scholar agreement.) 

Office of the Provost (Communications and Engagement) OGC 
Office of the Provost (Academic Appointments)  
SPA (if research related) 

Provost 

Secondments (Employee secondments (e.g. a short-term contract to work 
for a federal agency; incoming secondment) 

Office of the Provost (Communications and Engagement) OGC 
Office of the Provost (Academic Appointments)  
SPA (if research related) 

Provost 

Institution-level affiliations and pledges (agreements between Columbia 
and an external partner or organization detailing an affiliation or pledge 
between the parties, e.g. Erasmus+, Global Centers, CWP.) 

Office of the Provost (Communications and Engagement) OGC 
Public Affairs (if risk management review needed)  
Development (if necessary) 
Trustees (if necessary) 
SPA (if research related) 

Provost 

MOUs (non-educational memorandum of understanding agreement 
between Columbia and external partner/entity, international governmental 
authority.) 

Office of the Provost (Communications and Engagement) OGC 
Public Affairs (if risk management review needed) 
SPA (if research related) 

Provost 

Online partnerships (agreements between Columbia and an OPM (2U, 
Coursera, EdX) or other partner that provides online services (enrollment 
marketing, MOOC, etc.) 

Office of the Provost (Teaching, Learning, and Innovation) Office of the Provost (Teaching, Learning, and Innovation)  
OGC 
Procurement (if necessary) 
Office of the Provost (Academic Programs) -- (if credit-bearing)  
SFS (if credit-bearing) 

Dean (if non-credit)  
Provost (if credit-bearing) 

Practica/internships/clinical placements (agreements between Columbia 
school and an internal/external partner regarding student practicum, 
internships, or clinical placements. These agreements are handled at the 
school-level and do not require provostial review.) 

School OGC (if necessary) Dean 

Sub-awards to develop educational content (agreements between 
Columbia and an external partner to develop, but not deliver, educational 
content.) 

School OGC (if necessary) Dean 

Individual-level/one-time/specific (individual level agreement with an 
external partner detailing a one-time specific research or educational 
initiative by a single student or faculty.) 

School OGC SFS 

Continuing/executive education (school-developed programs that may have 
an agreement with an external partner, not credit-bearing, may offer 
professional credits (CLE), may offer a certificate of participation.) 

School (although some schools submit through DARCI, 
SIPA, MSPH, SW) 

OGC (if necessary) 
Office of the Provost (Academic Programs)  

Dean 

Space/building use (agreement between Columbia and internal/external 
party for use of space, e.g. chapel, conference rooms, classrooms.) 

School/unit OGC (if necessary) Dean or head of unit 

Research (agreements between Columbia and external partner that involve 
grant funding, sponsored projects, research projects developed from a 
handshake, etc.) 

SPA OGC 
SPA 

Dean


